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Abstract: 

Postcolonial theories have been discussed immensely now a days. The emergence of 

Postcolonialism should not be viewed merely as a reaction to or an extension of any of the 

earlier theories. But it can be traced right into the sensitive minds like that of the eminent 

Nigerian writer Chinua Achebe, who realized the sense of ‘being trodden’ by the invasion of 

another culture and tried to put it into words through their writings. Post colonial theories 

endeavor to analyze such works   with the intention to come to some conclusion regarding the 

colonizers’ attitude towards the colonized people in general and their culture and religion in 

particular. The feeling of discrimination is always prevalent in the post colonial writings. In the 

present paper the attempt has been made to shed some light on the ethnocentrism of the whites 

which resulted into the prejudiced attitude that they developed towards the cultures of the 

colonized masses by referring to the novel Things Fall Apart by Chinua Achebe. 
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If we think of the reasons of the decay of the colonizers‟ empire in the colonized nations 

we can never escape a crucial question that every intellectual would raise: what was the 

colonizers‟ attitude towards the cultures of their colonies? Though such a question seems to be 

very much simple at the surface level but its inclusive answer offers us one of the most important 

reasons behind colonizers‟ doom. Were not their attitude towards the colonized culture 

prejudiced, we wouldn‟t have seen the sunset over their empire yet. If they would have 

understood the sociological fact that each and every group of people, sharing common interests, 

has a distinct culture, and it gives them a distinct identity in the world, and no culture is superior 

or inferior, because culture is nothing but a way of life, and so, would have tried to appreciate 

and assimilate into the cultures of their colonies, they would have ruled, perhaps, not only the 

nations of the colonized people but also their hearts. Of course, the act of  colonizing from the 

perspective of imperialism itself is as inhuman & painful as denying somebody life because it 

takes away the very right of freedom of the people colonized. But yet, the colonized would have 

appreciated and welcomed the use of the Europeans‟ technological advancements in building 

their nations if the colonizers wouldn‟t have kept the sense of cultural superiority and would 

have avoided the subsequent enforcement of their culture over the colonized. 

In Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe has projected the changing cultural scenario in 

Africa through a story set in a tribal village of Umuofia. Achebe‟s concern is not story telling but 

making people aware of how they had been insulted & exploited by the Europeans. About this 

novel A.S.Dasan rightly points out in one of his papers – 

…. the novel views seriously the colonial condescension towards the cultural  

traditions of the Igbo community. Colonization that denigrates the local culture,  
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that patronizes subservient  attitudes,   that  deprives  the  local  people  of the 

right to determine  their  identity,  and  that  fails  to  appreciate the traditions  

and the  customs  of  the  local  community  that  sustain the spirit of oneness 

within the community is indicted. -1 

The colonizers failed to understand that by enforcing their culture upon the colonized people 

they are depriving their right to determine their identity which no human being will bear for 

long. By the efforts to destroy their customs and traditions, the feeling of oneness was also 

being broken. Consequently, the feeling of fear and insecurity pervades their minds which 

resulted in hatred and dislike of the colonizers which ultimately compelled them to withdraw 

sooner or later. This blindness of the white men have been articulated by C. L. Innes when he 

refers – 

…., the African  scholar  Ernest  Emenyonu, sees  a  different  universally 

applicable   lesson  to be  drawn   from   reading    Things  Fall  Apart as a 

classic study  of  cross-cultural  misunderstanding and consequences to the  

rest of   humanity,  when  a  belligerent  culture or civilization, out of sheer 

arrogance   and  ethnocentrism,  takes   it   upon   itself   to  invade another 

                             culture,    another    civilization.  Seen   from this   perspective , the lesson  

of      Things   Fall   Apart   comes    across       clearly      as    the    unique  

manifestation    of    human   blindness   and   blissful  ignorance  at a point 

in time.- 2 

This, perhaps, reminds us of the widely appreciated fact that whatever the human being may 

progress, he is prone to some human  weaknesses which sometimes results in his doom. And 

if we take it as the white man was purposely doing it all because his purpose of colonizing 

was not merely practical  but at the same time he also intended to enslave the colonized 

people intellectually, religiously, culturally, politically and so on by forcing his language, 

thoughts, culture, religion, science etc. upon their colonies. If we speculate the questions:- 

What was the real purpose of the white men behind establishing their colonies world over? 

Was it limited just to the practical purpose or was it the cultural, religious, and intellectual 

enslavement of the people in the rest of the world out of the sense of superiority? And if it 

was both, then, was not the colonizer intellectual enough to understand that both of these 

intentions cannot be achieved simultaneously, and, to achieve the latter is not as easy as 

eating and sleeping?; Or was it at first practical and later on converted into cultural or 

religious? we come across the fact that they tried to do what they actually did in the name 

establishing colonies basically for business purpose. All it was done out of the sense of 

superiority in all aspects and the arrogance which was the ultimate reason of this sense. 

          Wherever the white man reached he raised emblems of his culture and religion in the 

forms of schools with his language as a means of study, advanced means of communications, 

and churches etc. irrespective of the native men‟s reluctance to accept it because of their deep 

roots in their respective cultures and the feeling of being overpowered by strange-to-them 

cultural and religious incarnations in the various forms mentioned above. As the plot of 

Things Fall Apart develops, there is a shift in the cultural scenario with the arrival of 

missionaries. The hero of the novel Okonkwo‟s primitive/conservative approach doesn‟t let 

him to welcome church in which he perhaps appreciates a greater threat to his religion and 
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culture. The people of his community were even afraid of „the iron horse‟ i. e. the bicycle of 

the missionary. Notwithstanding his great velour Okonkwo is unable to hold himself against 

the new arrivals and is rendered to self destruction due to his own community‟s weaknesses. 

His approach was so primitive/conservative that, perhaps, he didn‟t like to be killed by white 

men and hence committed suicide. His tragic end itself is a debatable event in that how can 

such a masculine character commits suicide which needs a separate speculation. 

          Achebe  himself has realized the white men‟s feelings of sense of superiority and has 

tried to articulate it in his works including Things Fall Apart. His following statement reveals 

this concern which this creative writer has tried to share with all of us- 

One big message, of the  many that I  tried to put across,  is that Africa 

was  not  a  vacuum   before   the  coming  of  Europe,  that  culture was 

not  unknown  in  Africa,  that  culture was not brought to Africa by the 

white world. You would   have  thought it was obvious that everybody 

had a  past,  but  there   were   people   who  came  to  Africa  and    said, 

“you   have  no  history, you  have  no  civilization, you have no culture, 

You   have no   religion. You   are   lucky   we are  here.  Now you  are 

hearing   about    these   things   from  us   for    the   first    time.”  Well, 

you   know,  we  didn‟t   just  drop  from  the  sky.  We too had our own 

history,    traditions,    cultures,    civilizations.     It    is   not     possible 

for   one  culture  to  come  to  another and say, “ I am the way, the truth, 

and  the  life;  there  is  nothing   else  but  me.” If  you  say this, you are 

guilty  of   irreverence   and   arrogance.  You  are  also  stupid. And this 

is really my concern. -3 

Through these lines the writer pinpoints very clearly the colonizers attitude towards the 

colonized people in a very simple language. At the same time he criticizes the white man‟s 

sense of superiority as well while trying to show that culture, in any human society, exists 

right from its birth, of course, its forms are different from place to place. 

          Thus, it may be concluded that out of their ethnocentrism the colonizers looked at the 

distinct forms of cultures of their colonies as being backwards. They tried to associate the 

„distinctness‟ with „backwardness‟. They didn‟t try to appreciate and assimilate these cultures 

though for practical purpose. This misunderstanding about cultural superiority and inferiority 

led them to impose their own culture upon the colonized people and, notwithstanding the 

long cultural traditions of their colonies, they succeeded in it though by hook or crook. In 

Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe gives us the picture of the glorious past of the African 

tribal village, when the people there were having a particular identity and freedom, replaced 

by another culture. Of course, the colonizers brought about a lot of developments into the 

various fields of life such as health, communication, education, administration and so on but 

they did it for their convenience and not out of a sense of goodwill towards the colonized 

people. They tried to deprive these people of their religion, culture, customs, traditions and 

everything that they got in inheritance from their though-not-so-much-developed-in-today‟s-

sense ancestors and thus to cut them from their very roots by making them forget their own 

original identities. 
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